
GPHY 323S Economic Geography or Rural Areas 
Time:   Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00-10:50 am 

Place:  Stone Hall 217 

Professor:  Christiane von Reichert 
Office:   Stone Hall 210 
Phone:  406-243-4784 
e-mail:  c.vonreichert@umontana.edu  

OR chris.vonreichert@mso.umt.edu 
Office Hours:  MW 1-2.30 pm, F 1-2 pm 
 
TA support: Andrew Nemecek 
Office:  Stone Hall 304B 
e-mail:  andrew.nemecek@umontana.edu 
  OR andrew.nemecek@umconnect.umt.edu   
Office Hours: MTW 4-5 pm 
 
 

Overall Goal: 
The overall goal for this class is for you to gain an understanding of the changing structure of rural areas, of 
economic activities and rural livelihoods, and to be able to recognize rural-urban interdependencies on the one 
hand and local-global interdependencies on the other. While some rural areas are experiencing economic and 
population growth by moving from ‘old’ to ‘new’ or due to their geographic advantages (proximity to larger 
urban areas or natural amenities), other rural areas—especially those in peripheral locations—are in serious 
decline. New rounds of boom-bust cycles of the rural resource economy and increasing interests in 
environmental issues, for instance, create both challenges and opportunities for rural areas and communities. 
 

Gphy 323 and GenEd S (Social Science) 
Gphy 323 carries GenEd S (Social Science) designation and meets GenEd S criteria as follows: 

Criteria 1: Systematic study of individuals, groups, or social institutions: 
Economic geography is a systematic study of how geographic location, especially distance, affects the location of economic 
activities and, with that, how people make a living. As the focus of this course is on rural areas, particular attention is paid to the 
rural economies and rural communities, with emphasis on rural diversity (‘rural’ is more than agriculture). 

Criteria 2: Analysis of individuals, groups, or social problems and structures: 
The course is structured around economic sectors: resource-dependent, processing, and services (primary, secondary, tertiary-
quaternary), plus distribution (transportation). For each sector, structures that shape it and problems arising are addressed. The 
course emphasizes the changing nature of rural areas, and how sectoral change brings about community change (e.g. 
agricultural consolidation and concentration brings on population loss through outmigration, or land use change). Increasing 
diversity of rural areas receives much attention. 
 

Criteria 3: Considerable attention given to ways in which conclusions and generalizations are developed and justified as well as the 
methods of data collection and analysis: 

The course draws on well-established theories in economic geography as well as rural sociology and offers extensive empirical 
evidence on how these theories play out (or do not play out), especially in rural areas. The nature of the data used is discussed 
(census, surveys, employer records, etc.). Both lectures and peer-reviewed articles show how data are used to draw conclusions 
and lead to generalizations. 
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Learning outcomes: 
1) Understand terminology and context regarding the changing nature of rural areas (introduction to 

economic geography, what is rural, the greater global and national changes, from resource-reliance to 
rural diversity, sectoral shifts, population change).  

2) Recognize the forces affecting the economic geography of rural areas, namely land use, market 
structure, and economies of scale. 

The core of the course is structured around economic sectors providing you with an understanding of agriculture 
and other primary sectors, manufacturing, and service sectors. You will: 

3) Become aware of the dwindling agricultural employment base; the classic theory of land use; trends 
within the agricultural sector, both domestic and global; the complex relationship between agriculture, 
food, and energy. 

4) Learn of the growing role of energy in rural areas, both the extraction of fossil fuel (part of the mining 
sector) and the production renewable energies. 

5) Gain an appreciation of manufacturing as a surprisingly important sector of the rural economy. Starting 
with Weber’s classic theory of industry location we will move on to discuss forces currently affecting 
the location of manufacturers.  

6) Familiarize yourself with the principles of transport geography, both freight and access to goods and 
services. 

7) Understand, for the vast majority of workers making a living in the service sector, the dynamics that 
affect that service sector, including Christaller’s geographic theory of service locations, concerns about 
service access in rural areas, the role of service exports, and leisure services (recreation and tourism).  

8) Gain insight into rural well-being and ill-being and the growing appreciation for conservation and rural 
ecosystem services. 
 

Readings:  
There is no textbook to purchase for this course. Readings are on Moodle or on line (with URLs shown on 
Moodle). 
Readings include a broad range of materials, as indicated on Moodle. Many documents are in *.pdf or *.docx 
format on Moodle, others need to be accessed on line. I may modify some readings. 
 

Assessment and Grading: 
1) I encourage you to actively participate in this course. By reading materials shown on the syllabus prior 

to class you are in a position to contribute to the class discussion. You may volunteer to the discussion 
or I may call on you. I may take attendance, either regularly or intermittently. There may be short, in-
class exercises (10%). 

2) To further get you actively involved throughout the course, you will briefly summarize a very short 
paper and prepare a small poster (24x18) for brief presentation in class (a few minutes presentation). I 
will provide some basic guidelines about preparing a poster. The poster will be presented early in the 
semester and give you a chance to introduce yourself to your fellow students. I pre-selected case studies 
featuring rural communities, and the corresponding files are placed on Moodle. You may also 
communicate with me about selecting different sources. Teamwork in a team of 2 is recommended, solo 
work is OK (10%).  Please budget some money to cover the cost of printing the poster. The Mansfield 
Library has poster printing services (typically $3 per square foot), or you may print elsewhere, usually at 
higher cost). 

3) Additionally, you will write reviews of some video segments shown in class or assigned for viewing 
outside of class (10%). 

4) You will collaborate with a fellow student to give a presentation based on a publication (more in depth 
than the mini-presentations), either a more in-depth ERS publication, a book chapter, an article from a 



professional journal, or a similar paper. For suggestions, I have selected several, mostly peer-reviewed 
publications. If you are interested in reviewing other topics closely related to the content of this course, I 
invite you to discuss your ideas with me (20%).  

5) During the second half of the semester, you will take a mid-term exam (short sentences/short answers, 
25%). 

6) There also will be a final exam, offered during the final exam period (in Spring 2017: Monday May 8, 
10.10-12.10; 25%.)  
 

Please note that you need to use Moodle Drop-box to submit your work. Unless you are already very 
comfortable with that, you need to familiarize yourself with the Moodle and its capabilities, including the Drop-
box. Files submitted need to be readable in a Windows/PC operating system, such as pdf, Word, Powerpoint, 
etc.  

 
Attendance and 
participation 
 

Mini-poster and 
presentation 

Video 
reviews 

Presentation based on a peer-
reviewed article (or equivalent) 

Mid-term 
exam 

Final 
exam 

 

10% 
 

10% 10% 20% 25% 25% 

This course is set up as traditional letter grade only option. I will assign grades based on the plus/minus grading 
scheme as follows. 
 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
93.3-
100 

90-
93.3 

86.7-
90 

83.3-
86.7 

80-
83.3 

76.7-
80 

73.3-
76.7 

70-
73.3 

66.7-
70 

63.3-
67.7 

60-
63.3 <60 

 

Disability accommodation: 
I will gladly provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities. Students must request 
accommodation early on in the semester. Students requesting disability accommodations are advised to contact 
the DSS office (406-243-2243), Lommasson Center 154 as soon as practical. Please see 
http://www.umt.edu/dss/. There is no retroactive DSS accommodation. 

Degree Requirements and Gphy 323:  
This is an upper-division (UD) course and counts toward the 39 UD credit UM degree requirement. Gphy 323 is 
also a GenEd S Social Science course. 
For Geography Majors and Minors, this is a UD systematic geography course in the field ‘Geography and 
Society.’ For students in the ‘Community and Environmental Planning’ option, it simultaneously contributes to 
priority electives in that option. Economic Majors can take this course as an elective in their major.  
Students from a range of disciplines are welcome in this course, and I trust they will find the subject interesting.  

Communications: 
I like to get to know the students who are taking my courses. I therefore invite you to stop by during my office 
hours to introduce yourself or ask questions. You may also call me at 243-4784 with questions you may have or 
correspond with me by email (c.vonreichert@umontana.edu or chris.vonreichert@mso.umt.edu) by using your 
official university email (@umontana.edu or @umconnect.umt.edu). We are disallowed to direct e-mail to 
students’ personal email accounts. 
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Please note that I use Moodle to communicate with the class and to post course materials.  E-mail from Moodle 
goes to your university e-mail address. Please be sure to read it or to direct UM e-mail to the address that you 
use.  

For Important Dates and Deadlines: 
Please consult the Spring 2017 Schedule  
https://www.umt.edu/registrar/PDF/OfficialDatesDeadlinesSpring2017.pdf 

Student Conduct: 
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the 
course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. 
 
All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available online at 
https://www.umt.edu/vpsa/policies/student_conduct.php or  
https://www.umt.edu/vpsa/documents/Student%20Conduct%20Code%20PDF-%20FINAL%208-27-13.pdf 
 

Additional Information: 
The Office of Career Services assists students in achieving career objectives (www.umt.edu/career). Please see 
the website and catalog for the range of services. Note, for instance, the Big Sky Employment Fair in late 
February, or GRIZ eRecruiting.  
 
Please note University policies on Incompletes. My recommendation: make every effort to avoid an Incomplete! 
 
GradCon Graduate Student Research Conference: April 27, 2017  http://www.umt.edu/sell/cps/gradcon/ 
 
UMCUR Undergraduate Research Conference: Friday, April 28, 2017  http://www.umt.edu/ugresearch/umcur/  
 (abstract due on Friday, February 24, 2017, please see  http://www.umt.edu/ugresearch/umcur/campus-
invitation.php)  
 
Spring Break: Monday, March 20 to Friday, March 24, 2017 
 
Final exam period: Monday, May 8, 10.10am – 12.10 pm 
 
For the planned schedule, please see below (both as a table and an image). Changes to syllabus and schedule 
may be made if deemed necessary. 
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Day Wk Sess Date   Topic   Readings on Moodle 

M 
1 

1 23-Jan 
 

Introduction to the course 
 

Syllabus; Atlas of Rural and Small-
town America 

W 2 25-Jan 
 

What is rural 
 

Ratcliffe et al. 2016; Cromartie & 
Parker 2016 

F 3 27-Jan  Rural-urban relations  Bealer et al. 1965 

M 
2 

4 
30-Jan 

 
Rural-global relations; exchange rates 

 

Thompson 2007; Cole  & 
Nightingale 2016;  (Albrecht 2014) 

W 5 1-Feb  -continued  Kusmin 2016 

F 6 
3-Feb 

 

Rural economic diversity - economic 
restructuring  

Hertz et al. 2014; ERS county 
typology 2015 

M 

3 

7 6-Feb  Rural  demographic shift  Cromartie 2016;  Brown 2014 

W 8 8-Feb 
 

Demographic diversity 
 

Barcus & Simmons 2013;  (Nelson 
2014) 

F 9 
10-Feb 

 

Context for mini-presentation: 
community development  

  

M 

4 

10 13-Feb  1  20-30 mini poster (20 if mostly 
teams of 2, 30 if 1/2 teams, 1/2 
solo), 4 minutes each W 11 15-Feb 

 
2 

 
F 12 17-Feb  TBD    
M 

5 

 20-Feb  Pres Day - no class     
W 13 22-Feb  Agriculture - structure - patterns  2012 Census of Agriculture Atlas 

F 14 
24-Feb 

 

Agricultural location theory: location 
- land values - land use (v Thuenen)  

Nickerson 2011;  Kellerman 1989;  
von Thünen CSISS classics 

M 

6 

15 27-Feb  Economies of scale, market structure  Economist 2008 

W 16 1-Mar 
 

Agriculture and food 
 

Constance et al. 2012; (Miller et al. 
2015) 

F 17 
3-Mar 

 

Agriculture as user and producer of 
energy  

Brown et al. 2013 

M 
7 

18 
6-Mar 

 

Ag challenges and opportunities 
(multifunctional farm, tourism, 
ecosystem)  

Brown et al. 2012; Hoppe 2014; 
Hinrichs & Eshleman 2014 

W 19 8-Mar  -continued    

F 20 
10-Mar 

 
Exam 1 

 

short answer- complete sentences, 
perhaps some multiple choice 
options 

M 
8 

21 13-Mar 
 

Mining, the Bakken and more x 
Krannich et al. 2104;  (Tallichet 
2014) 

W 22 15-Mar  Split estates  BLM 2012; Jones et al. 2013 
F 23 17-Mar  -continued    

M-F 9  
March 20-
24 Spring Break     

M 

10 

24 27-Mar 
 

Logging and timber industry 
 

Sorenson et al. 2016; Missoulian 
Nov/Dec 2016 

W 25 29-Mar 
 

1 
 

Round 1: presentation of peer-
reviewed article or agency report, 
teams of 2 or solo, 10-15 
presentations in 2 class periods, 6-7 
min each F 26 

31-Mar 

 

2 

 
M 11 27 3-Apr  Manufacturing, patterns of  Bond 2013 



W 28 5-Apr  Location theory  Weber CSISS classics 

F 29 7-Apr 
 

Rural manufacturing challenges 
 

Henderson 2012; (Wilkerson & 
Williams 2012) 

M 

12 

30 10-Apr  Transportation sector: Freight  Kidder 2006; Wilkerson 2014 
W 31 12-Apr  Rural transport: Access  Kidder 2006; Gruidl 2005 

F 32 14-Apr 
 

Services access: health 
 

Sanders et al. 2016 or 2014;  Syed 
et al. 2013 

M 

13 

33 17-Apr  Central place theory  Christaller CSISS classics 

W 34 
19-Apr 

 

Retail cases: post offices, food desert, 
health care, Walmart  

Stapp 2014; Podkul & Stephenson 
2012 

F 35 21-Apr 
 

Recreation - tourism - art 
 

Reeder & Brown 2005; (Brown & 
Reeder 2007) 

M 

14 

36 24-Apr 
 

3 
 

Round 2: presentation of peer-
reviewed article or agency report, 
teams of 2 or solo, 10-15 
presentations in 2 class periods, 6-7 
min each W 37 

26-Apr 
 

4 
 

F 38 
28-Apr 

 

Rural well-being and ill-being (wealth 
creation poverty)  

Gurley 2016 

M 
15 

39 
1-May 

 

Production ground - playground - 
dumping ground  

TBD 

W 40 
3-May 

 

Ecosystems - conservation - 
restoration - sustainability  

Millenial Ecosystem Assessment 
2005;  Cross et al. 2011 

F 41 5-May  last day of classes    
M-F 

16 
42 May 8-12 Final exam, Monday, May 8, 10.10-12.10, Stone 217 

Sa   13-May   Commencement     
 



 

Gphy 323 Economic Geography of Rural Areas Christiane von Reichert, Spring 2017

Day Wk Sess Date Topic Readings on Moodle
M 1 23-Jan Introduction to the course Syllabus; Atlas of Rural and Small-town America
W 2 25-Jan What is rural Ratcliffe et al. 2016; Cromartie & Parker 2016
F 3 27-Jan Rural-urban relations Bealer et al. 1965

M 4
30-Jan Rural-global relations; exchange rates

Thompson 2007; Cole  & Nightingale 2016;  (Albrecht 
2014)

W 5 1-Feb -continued Kusmin 2016

F 6
3-Feb

Rural economic diversity - economic 
restructuring

Hertz et al. 2014; ERS county typology 2015

M 7 6-Feb Rural  demographic shift Cromartie 2016;  Brown 2014
W 8 8-Feb Demographic diversity Barcus & Simmons 2013;  (Nelson 2014)

F 9
10-Feb

Context for mini-presentation: community 
development

M 10 13-Feb 1
W 11 15-Feb 2
F 12 17-Feb TBD
M 20-Feb Pres Day - no class
W 13 22-Feb Agriculture - structure - patterns 2012 Census of Agriculture Atlas

F 14
24-Feb

Agricultural location theory: location - land 
values - land use (v Thuenen)

Nickerson 2011;  Kellerman 1989;  von Thünen CSISS 
classics

M 15 27-Feb Economies of scale, market structure Economist 2008
W 16 1-Mar Agriculture and food Constance et al. 2012; (Miller et al. 2015)

F 17
3-Mar Agriculture as user and producer of energy Brown et al. 2013

M 18
6-Mar

Ag challenges and opportunities 
(multifunctional farm, tourism, ecosystem)

Brown et al. 2012; Hoppe 2014; Hinrichs & Eshleman 2014

W 19 8-Mar -continued

F 20
10-Mar Exam 1

short answer- complete sentences, perhaps some 
multiple choice options

M 21 13-Mar Mining, the Bakken and more x Krannich et al. 2104;  (Tallichet 2014)
W 22 15-Mar Split estates BLM 2012; Jones et al. 2013
F 23 17-Mar -continued

M-F 9 March 20-24Spring Break
M 24 27-Mar Logging and timber industry Sorenson et al. 2016; Missoulian Nov/Dec 2016

W 25 29-Mar 1

F 26 31-Mar 2

M 27 3-Apr Manufacturing, patterns of Bond 2013
W 28 5-Apr Location theory Weber CSISS classics
F 29 7-Apr Rural manufacturing challenges Henderson 2012; (Wilkerson & Williams 2012)
M 30 10-Apr Transportation sector: Freight Kidder 2006; Wilkerson 2014
W 31 12-Apr Rural transport: Access Kidder 2006; Gruidl 2005
F 32 14-Apr Services access: health Sanders et al. 2016 or 2014;  Syed et al. 2013
M 33 17-Apr Central place theory Christaller CSISS classics

W 34
19-Apr

Retail cases: post offices, food desert, 
health care, Walmart

Stapp 2014; Podkul & Stephenson 2012

F 35 21-Apr Recreation - tourism - art Reeder & Brown 2005; (Brown & Reeder 2007)

M 36 24-Apr 3

W 37 26-Apr 4

F 38
28-Apr

Rural well-being and ill-being (wealth 
creation poverty)

Gurley 2016

M 39
1-May

Production ground - playground - dumping 
ground

TBD

W 40
3-May

Ecosystems - conservation - restoration - 
sustainability

Millenial Ecosystem Assessment 2005;  Cross et al. 2011

F 41 5-May last day of classes
M-F 42 May 8-12 Final exam, Monday, May 8, 10.10-12.10, Stone 217
Sa 13-May Commencement

1

2

3

4

15

20-30 mini poster (20 if mostly teams of 2, 30 if 1/2 teams, 
1/2 solo), 4 minutes each

Round 2: presentation of peer-reviewed article or agency 
report, teams of 2 or solo, 10-15 presentations in 2 class 
periods, 6-7 min each

16

11

12

13

14

5

6

7

8

10
Round 1: presentation of peer-reviewed article or agency 
report, teams of 2 or solo, 10-15 presentations in 2 class 
periods, 6-7 min each
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